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prepared to go on with the war until the results 
you set out to achieve have been attained, or 
are you not ? " the response would be astonishing, 
alike to our enen]ies and ourselves. 

Mr. Law's  question was a challenge to a certain 
at t i tude of mind amongst  Parliamentarians which 
is disturbing to many  people in these critical times. 
Debates in the House do not convey the idea of 
a solidly-united nation. Carping criticism, under- 
currents of par ty  feeling and intrigue find expres- 
sion. Certain members of Parl iament forget 
their representative character, so long is i t  since 
they faced an election. We want  to tell them 
tha t  the nation is determined to see this thing 
through. In a sense, everyone is war-weary, but 
the aims of the Allies have been put  in almost 
identical terms by the Government,  t h e  Labour 
Party,  and President Wilson, and we only need 
the endorsement of the whole people. 

I t  has occurred to us tha t  the  medical and 
teaching professions are in an exceptionally good 
position to initiate a response to Mr. Law's 
question. Neither of these professions can be 
described as capitalist. Their members are seldom 
keen par ty  politicians, and their international 
interests have long been such as to make a narrow 
nationalism impossible to them. 

P l a n s  for reconstruction after the war also 
demand attention. Unless there is a satisfactory 
peace these plans will be brought to naught, and 
we shall have to prepare for the next  war, which 
German writers are already discussing. The 
members of both our professions, being brought 
into contact with all sorts and conditions of men 
and homes, are well able to realise the great need 
there is for these schemes of reconstruction. The 
cry for reforms is in the air, but there is also the 
chance tha t  even after a satisfactory peace we 
may  settle down as before without tackling the 
crying evils in our nlidst ; hence the need for a 
declaration of policy on this point. 

We suggest tha t  these two professions should 
take steps to arrange for meetings to be held 
throughout the country on Empire  Day, to be 
presided over by the Lord Mayor, Mayors, and 
Chairmen of County Councils, for the purpose of 
giving the Government an answer to the question 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and, further, 
for the purpose of pledging the nation to the 
execution of such reforms as are needed to bring 
about tha t  better  country which shatl be a noble 
and lasting memorial of those of our countrymen 
who have laid down their lives for what  we 
believe to be the most sacred cause which ever 
sent a nation to war. 

Practically, our suggestions are these : ~  
I. That  the members of the medical and teaching 

professions in every county and county 
borough should approach the elected head of 
their Local Government area and request him 
to call a public meeting. 

2. Tha t  at  this public meeting two resolutions 
should be submitted. The first would express 
the determination of the country to secure a 
satisfactory peace, the second would pledge 
the country to far-reaching schemes of 
reconstruction after peace is declared. 

We are, yours faithfully, 
JOSEPH BATF, Y, Head Master, Carter 

Knowle Council School. 
ISABEL CLEOHORN, Past President o/ 

the National Union o/Teachers. 
CHARLES W. CO,WEN, Hon. Secretary 

Shey~eld Branch o/the National 
Union o~ Teachers. 

A. W. FORREST, Hon. Secretary, 
Local Medical War Committee. 

J. A. GREEN, Pro/essor o/Education, 
Dean o/the Faculty o/Arts. 

J. H. HICHENS, Head Master, King 
Edward VIA School. 

O. H. HIJDSON, Chairman, She~eld 
Branch British Medical Assoen. 

JOHN W. ILIV~E, Principal, Central 
Secondary Schools. 

J. B. LEATHES, Dean o/the Faculty o/ 
Medicine. 

A. C. P. LUNN, Head Mistress, High 
School/or Girls. 

R. J. PYE-SMITH, Emeritus Pro/essor 
o/Surgery. 

HAROLD SCURFIEI,D, Pro/essor o/ 
Public Health. 

SOPHIA WITTS, Hon. Secretary, 
She~eld Branch, British Medical Asson. 
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North- A Meeting was held at Manchester 
Western on Friday, 8th March, I918. Present : 
Branch ,  Dr. Hanna  (President), Drs. Brindley, 
Wilkinson, Meredith Young, Bntterworth, Cates, 
Marsden, Hitehon, Buchanan, Ferguson, Jessel, 
Berry, Gee, Henderson, Chadwick, Tong, Fraser, 
Ormsby, Wood, and Joseph (Hon. Secretary). 

Apologies for absence were received from Drs. 
Barlow, Cox, Wtleatley, Sergeant, Garstang, 
Murray, Leigh, and Daley. 

An interesting discussion took place on 
"Measures  for Combating Venereal Diseases," 
in which Drs. Hanna,  Meredith Young, Marsden, 
Cates, Jessel, Henderson, Wilkinson, Butterworth,  
Ormsby, and Joseph joined. Resolutions dealing 
with Notification and Detention of cases were 
passed, and the Horn Secretary was instructed to 
submit  them for the consideration of the Council, 


